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of directing a division, to call upon the two sides to rise in their places;
this would have left the publicity of a formal division, as secured by the
printing of the division list, entirely in the discretion of the Chair, and
the House hesitated to make so serious an attack on the principle of the
responsibility "of members to their constituents and to public opinion.
The proposal was only accepted in a much weakened form; the alter-
native was only to be open in the case of divisions frivolously demanded,
and the publication of the names of the minority upon votes taken in
this special way was expressly prescribed. (Ibid., 1754.)

Almost an entire sitting was occupied by the debate upon the proposal
to revive the standing committees. As on former occasions the Home
Rule tendencies in different parts of the House found strong expression;
this time Scotland was put in the forefront. A special committee for the--
disposal of Scotch affairs was demanded; naturally the Welsh members-
asked for similar treatment, and there was also a suggestion of an inde-
pendent committee for foreign and colonial affairs. Mr. A. J. Balfour and
Mr. C. Raikes strongly opposed all such suggestions. The latter declared
that if Scotland, Wales and Ireland obtained standing committees, London,,
Yorkshire and Lancashire would soon demand the same, and compliance
with their wishes would degrade the House to the level of a collection!
of half-a-dozen local parliaments; the whole idea was unconstitutional,
He closed his speech epigrammatically with the words, "Nolumus fines
Anglice mutari" *

It must be granted, taking a dispassionate view of the whole question,
that a division of the work of the House of Commons among standing
committees, say after the pattern of those of the House of Representatives
at Washington, would be a complete breach with the history of the last
two hundred years and an alteration in the British constitution of the
most profound character.

1 Echoing the famous saying of the Barons at Merton on the question
of the Bastards, " Nolumus leges Anglice mutcwi"